
IRIS VIEW
S 

Spring, 2015 Newsletter for and about  
W

estern New York Iris Society. 

•
Join us on Sunday, April 19, ’15, at M

arilee Farry’s, 103 Towers Blvd, 
Cheektowaga, NY  14225 (668-1789), at 2 PM

 for SPURIA IRIS 
CULTURE and SPECIES IRIS INFO

 and SEED DISTRIBUTIO
N of seeds 

from
 Species Iris G

roup of North Am
erica (SIG

NA) 

•
A view of Spuria Iris



•W
N

YIS C
alendar

A
pril 19, 2015 (Sunday) 2PM

  —
 M

arilee Farry’s H
ouse 103 Tow

ers B
lvd., C

heektow
aga, N

Y
 14225 (716-668-1789)  

PR
O

G
R

A
M

: Spuria Iris (M
arilee), Species Iris (C

arolyn) and Species Seed D
istribution 

************************************* 
Iris Show

 – June 13, ’15 Location: Eastern H
ills M

all Food C
ourt

TH
EM

E: SU
PER

 H
ER

O
S IN

 TH
E G

A
R

D
EN

Show
 Co-Chairs: M

arilee Farry and Judy T-Z S
how

 S
chedule C

o-C
hairs: Judy T-Z and M

arilee Farry 
S

chedule C
hair (deadline M

ay 1)    
Facilities C

hair: Joanne B
assett —

 insurance and request for use of the M
all location  

P
roperties C

hair: D
avid B

aehre 
M

em
bership Chair: (table at show

)
Judges &

 Clerks Chair: M
aria G

erbracht
Education Chair: Joanne Bassett (A

IS / W
N

Y
IS activities poster [Joanne] A

N
D

 m
em

bership poster [Judy] 
A

N
D

 “H
ow

 to G
row

 Iris” [Joanne]
Sales Chair: CM

S   
************************************************* 
Judges Training - M

arch 8, ’15 in H
oneye Falls, N

Y
 on LA Irisw

as sponsored by G
R

IS
 

(pictured) Louisana Iris seedling by Joe M
usacchia

 *************************************
Judges Training - m

id June (D
ate to be announced) —

 In W
N

Y
IS at M

arilee Farry’s, 103 Tow
ers B

lvd., 
C

heektow
aga, N

Y
 14225 (716-668-1789) —

—
—

—
> 2 H

our G
arden Training w

ith W
endy R

oller…
  

required once every tw
o years. M

arilee’s garden has beardless and bearded Iris, established and new
ly  

planted 1st year rhizom
es. She w

ill provide a m
ap w

ith 1st year, second year, and older plantings.  W
endy  

w
ill exam

ine and tell us the differences.    
D

ETA
ILS O

F TH
IS TR

A
IN

IN
G

 A
R

E TEN
TATIV

E D
EPEN

D
IN

G
 O

N
 TH

E R
ESPO

N
SE O

F TH
E IR

IS. 



Proposed ByLaw  
A

s required by the present B
yLaw

s of W
estern N

ew
 York Iris Society, this proposition is 

printed and sent to all W
N

YIS m
em

bers. 
Please record your vote at A

pril 12,’15 m
em

ber m
eeting

The follow
ing underlined text is Proposed ByLaw

 A
m

endm
ent (M

em
bership)

A
rticle III - M

em
bership

Section tw
o   

W
N

Y
IS establishes a category called LO

CA
L M

EM
BERSH

IP  w
hich is offered to individuals 

w
ho w

ish only to support W
N

Y
IS activities, but w

ho not not w
ish to join the A

m
erican Iris 

Society. 

To becom
e a m

em
ber in good standing, a person m

ust pay the annual dues for LO
CA

L 
M

EM
BERSH

IP, w
hich is $15.00 per year, to be paid by O

ctober 1, the beginning of the fiscal 
year, payable to W

estern N
ew

 York Iris Society and sent to the Treasurer. 

A
nnual M

em
bership begins upon paym

ent and ends on Septem
ber 30 each year.

M
em

bers w
ith LO

CA
L M

EM
BERSH

IP w
ill realize that such m

em
bers w

ill enjoy all the benefits 
and privileges (M

em
ber M

eetings, Show
s, Tours, local M

ailings) of W
N

Y
IS, and of the A

IS 
except the Local M

em
ber cannot be an O

fficer in any capacity, becom
e an accredited A

IS Judge 
and w

ill not receive the A
IS Bulletin.



Iris ensata
Tried and Trouble-free R

ecom
m

ended by 3 Professionals 
Com

m
on N

am
e: Japanese w

ater iris 
Type: H

erbaceous perennial 
Fam

ily: Iridaceae 
N

ative R
ange: Japan, northern China, eastern R

ussia 
Zone: 4 to 9 
H

eight: 2.00 to 4.00 feet 
Spread: 1.50 to 2.00 feet 
Bloom

 Tim
e: June to July 

Bloom
 D

escription: Blue, lavender, violet-red, pink, w
hite 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 
W

ater: M
edium

 to w
et 

M
aintenance: M

edium
 

Suggested U
se: W

ater Plant, N
aturalize, R

ain G
arden 

Flow
er: Show

y 
Tolerate: D

eer, W
et Soil 

G
arden locations 

C
ulture 

Easily grow
n in average, m

edium
 to w

et soils in full sun to part shade. Loves acidic, organically rich, saturated,  
m

oisture-retentive soils. D
uring the grow

ing season, it thrives in standing w
ater (up to 6” deep). H

ow
ever in  

w
inter, it is intolerant of both standing w

ater and boggy soils w
here rhizom

es m
ay rot. In order to m

eet these som
ew

hat  
unusual seasonal cultural requirem

ents, plants m
ay be grow

n in pots that are sunk half w
ay in w

ater during the grow
ing  

season but then rem
oved to dryer ground for fall and w

inter. Japanese iris grow
s surprisingly w

ell in garden soils, albeit  
less vigorously, as long as it receives consistent m

oisture. Plant rhizom
es approxim

ately 2” deep in fall or spring. 
N

otew
orthy C

haracteristics 
Japanese iris or Japanese w

ater iris is a rhizom
atous beardless perennial iris that grow

s in slow
ly expanding clum

ps to  
2-4’ tall. Sw

ord-shaped, linear green leaves (to 24” long) have prom
inent m

idribs. Flow
ers (typically 3-6” across) have a  

distinctively flattened appearance. Cultivars com
e in single, double and peony flow

ered form
s in a w

ide range of colors  
including shades of blue, lavender, violet-red, pink and w

hite. Bloom
s early to m

id sum
m

er (later than both bearded and  
Siberian iris). Synonym

ous w
ith I. kaem

pferi. 
Problem

s 
N

o serious insect or disease problem
s. W

et conditions in w
inter m

ay cause root rots. W
atch for thrips. 



O
ther Species Iris  

species seed distribution at the April 12, ’15 m
eeting  

Iris gram
inea

A Spuria native to central and Southern Europe. Thin graceful fountain foliage 18 to 24 inches tall is deciduous. Sm
all thum

b size bright purple and w
hite bloom

s are 
found hidden deep in the foliage late M

ay. Cut som
e bloom

s and bring indoors to enjoy the w
onderful scent of ripe plum

s. N
eeds full sun and sum

m
er drought. (Zone 4-9)

Iris japonica

N
ative to A

sia. M
any (20 plus) sm

all pale blue-lavender bloom
s, opening a few

 at a tim
e, on a m

ulti-branched stalk 18 to 24 inches. N
eeds afternoon shade and a loose 

hum
us rich soil w

here it w
ill becom

e a ground cover. Evergreen foliage show
s freeze dam

age at 28 F. Bloom
s early spring. Can also be grow

n in a container and brought 
indoors to protect from

 hard freezes. (Zone 8-9)

Iris pallida 'A
rgentea'

(G
oos and K

oenem
ann '1906) A sm

all tall bearded iris w
ith sw

eetly fragrant blue violet flow
ers. G

row
n for its w

hite and green variegated foliage. Iris pallida is native to 
northeast Italy, Slovenia, grow

 as you w
ould m

odern bearded irises, very hardy. See bearded iris culture and care. (Zone 3-9)

Iris pallida 'Variegata'

(K
relage and sons Barr '1901) A sm

all tall bearded iris w
ith sw

eetly fragrant blue violet flow
ers. G

row
n for its gold and green variegated foliage. Iris pallida is native to 

northeast Italy, Slovenia, grow
 as you w

ould m
odern breaded irises, very hardy. See bearded iris culture and care. (Zone 3-9)

Iris tectorum

18 to 24inches tall. N
ative to A

sia. This w
oodland plant is happiest in a high filtered shaded area w

ith a loose soil rich in hum
us. The large 4" violet flow

ers are heavily 
freckled darker. A great addition for the hosta and fern bed. (Zone 4-9)



Region 2  
2015 Show

 inform
ation

 H
V

ID
S

, M
a
y 2

3
, Poughkeepsie G

alleria, M
agdalen A

w
ard,  

C
hair: Jim

 R
obinow

itz, jm
robinow

itz@
hotm

ail.com
 

C
H

IS
, M

a
y 3

0
, Location TB

D
, Peckham

 A
w

ard,  

C
hair: K

athryn M
ohr, kem

ohrke@
aol.com

, 518-952-4995 

G
R

IS
, M

a
y 3

1
, M

arketplace M
all, R

ochester, no R
egion 2 aw

ard,  

C
hair: W

endy R
oller gw

r67@
frontier.com

 

O
N

IS
, Ju

n
e
 7

, Toronto B
otanical G

arden, 777 Law
rence A

ve. E., Toronto, O
N

, B
lenis A

w
ard,  

C
hair: Terry Laurin, tlaurin@

rogers.com
 or 905-841-9676. 

S
O

IS
, Ju

n
e
 7

, R
oyal B

otanical G
ardens, 680 Plains R

oad W
est, B

urlington, O
N

, no R
egion 2 aw

ard,  

C
hair: C

hris H
ollinshead, cdniris@

gm
ail.com

, C
o-C

hair: Ed Jow
ett, jow

ettfarm
@

copper.net 

W
N

Y
IS

, Ju
n

e
 1

3
, Eastern H

ills M
all, M

cG
arvey A

w
ard,  

C
o-chairs Judy Tucholski-Z

on irisjudy@
aol.com

 and M
arilee Farry farm

are@
aol.com

 

C
N

Y
IS

, Ju
ly 4

, O
sw

ego C
ounty Fair G

rounds H
orticultural B

uilding, S
andy C

reek N
Y, W

irtz-R
ettig A

w
ard,  

C
hair: Janette S

m
ith, 315-298-5616, w

jsm
ith01297@

yahoo.com
 



Hydroponically G
rown Bearded Irises?

In 2013, Ernie Lam
ont, one of the new

er m
em

bers of the G
isborne Iris G

roup, decided to try his luck grow
ing irises 

hydroponically.  K
now

ing how
 little bearded irises like to have w

et feet, m
any of the club m

em
bers w

ere skeptical 
about the experim

ent.  But Ernie had been successfully using hydroponics to grow
 vegetables and other plants for 

close to fifteen years, so if anyone could give a fair test to the technique, he w
ould be the one. 

Ernie's system
 is located in his greenhouse.  H

e uses m
aterials anyone m

ight have at hand:  old plastic or m
etal rain 

gutters and w
ooden troughs covered in plastic sheeting constitute the channels.  The pots and plants stand in a 

50/50 m
ix of pum

ice and pea gravel about tw
o to three inches deep.  The nutrient rich w

ater is pum
ped up to one end 

of the channel and runs dow
nhill into tanks w

hich are low, form
ing a short w

aterfall, w
hich puts oxygen back into the 

w
ater.  The pum

p starts up every tw
o hours and circulates the w

ater for 15 m
inutes, then turns off, and the w

ater 
drains back into the tank. 

A
fter tw

o years, the results of Ernie's experim
ent have been phenom

enal.  Instead of rotting to death as m
any had 

feared, his irises have flourished along side of his vegetables.  The rhizom
es are not covered w

ith w
ater; only the roots 

get flooded.  H
e has planted daffodil bulbs in the gravel as w

ell, although he treats them
 as annuals.  H

e feeds the irises 
a w

eak nutrient solution all year and w
ith boosts in the m

onths required. 

M
aggie A

splet lives, gardens, and hybridizes irises in G
isborne, N

ew
 Zealand.  She is the W

ebm
istress for the N

ew
 Zealand Iris Society and a m

em
ber of her local 

iris society.  She began w
ith just six irises from

 her m
other’s garden, and she currently grow

s over 1,000 varieties of TBs, IBs, BBs, SD
Bs, M

D
Bs, Louisianas and 

species irises.

Ernie Lam
ont began grow

ing hydroponic vegetables after tasting the results on a vacation to N
orfolk Island.  H

e becam
e involved in the iris w

orld as a volunteer for 
his local iris society, setting up staging areas for iris show

s.  H
is collection has expanded to 70 varieties, w

ith 12 grow
n hydroponically.

O
riginal article courtesy of M

aggie A
splet 

see photos at W
O

R
LD

 O
F IR

IS
E

S
 B

log of A
IS



The DEC Recom
m

ends Bearded Irises as Landscape Plants 
Septem

ber 16, 2014 

“U
se native or non-invasive plants in landscaping and gardens. Traditional non-invasive plants such as lilacs, 

b
e
a
rd

e
d

 iris, roses and daffodils can persist for decades around old abandoned houses and house foundations, 
and d

o
n

’t n
o

rm
a
lly sp

re
a
d

. S
om

e popular cultivars, though—
m

ost notably Japanese barberry. . . —
spread 

easily. S
o try using native plants in your garden instead.” 

M
aria G

erbracht, longtim
e m

em
ber of W

N
YIS

, found the above com
m

ent in the m
agazine TH

E N
EW

 YO
R
K
 S

TATE 
C
O

N
S
ER

V
ATIO

N
IS

T, February 2015, p. 27: “N
o V

acancy! N
ew

 York fights back against invasive species,” by K
arin 

Verschoor. 

“This is definitely a recom
m

endation to u
se

 b
e
a
rd

e
d

 irise
s a

s la
n

d
sca

p
e
 p

la
n

ts,” says M
aria. The article states 

further, “PLA
N

T N
O

 M
O

R
E Japanese B

arberry and B
urning B

ush or the Japanese bittersw
eet vine. Foresters are 

now
 rem

oving them
 from

 the w
oods. R

ead m
ore here: http:// w

w
w

.dec.ny.gov/docs/adm
inistration_pdf/

0215consm
ag4w

eb.pdf 

Editor’s N
ote: O

n the other hand, I. pseudacorus is deem
ed by the D

EC
 to be an invasive w

eed and should not be 
sold or shared w

ith others. D
ennis K

ram
b, on the Iris-S

pecies Yahoo G
roup, stated: “A

s of yesterday (M
arch 10) 

Iris p
se

u
d

a
co

ru
s is one of the 69 new

 plants banned from
 com

m
erce in N

ew
 York S

tate.” H
ere’s a link 

recom
m

ended by D
ennis, and your ow

n w
eb search w

ill surely provide m
ore inform

ation: http://w
w

w
.dec.ny.gov/

docs/ lands_forests_pdf/isprohibitedplants2.pdf 



TH
E D

EC
 PLA

N
 FO

R
 IN

VA
SIV

E SPEC
IES M

A
N

A
G

EM
EN

T O
F IR

IS PSEU
D

A
C

O
R

U
S O

N
 FO

R
EST PR

ESERV
E IN

 TH
E A

D
IR

O
N

D
A

C
K

 PA
R

K
 

•
The project proposes to treat five sm

all to m
oderate sized patches of Iris pseudacorus (yellow

 iris) located in w
etlands near B

arton 
M

ines LLC
. in the tow

n of Johnsburg. Patches range from
 a few

 plants to 0.2 acres. The control m
ethod is to apply a treatm

ent of a 
glyphosate based herbicide via stem

 injection. This stem
 injection treatm

ent involves cutting each flow
er stem

 w
ith clippers 8-9 

inches above the root crow
n and then pushing a cavity needle into the soft pithy center of the stem

. This creates a hollow
 area in 

the center of the stem
 that w

ill hold the herbicide. G
lyphosate w

ill be injected into the hollow
 cavity w

hile slow
ly w

ithdraw
ing the 

cavity needle. The stem
 injection m

ethod is useful in m
inim

izing injury to neighboring plants w
hen com

pared to spray techniques. 
A

lso, stem
 injection can be conducted during w

indy or rainy conditions. A
 m

arking dye w
ill be used to identify w

hich stem
s have 

been injected w
ith herbicide so that stem

s are not injected m
ore than once. A

ll clothing, boots, and equipm
ent w

ill be cleaned prior 
to leaving the site to prevent the spread of seed or rhizom

e fragm
ents. 

•
A

reas im
pacted by Iris pseudacorus can range from

 large scrub shrub palustrine w
etland com

m
unities to private lakes and ponds. 

Saturated or open w
ater habitats often provide the best conditions for invasion by this species. If infestations are not controlled, 

and suitable habitat is present, this species w
ill spread vegetatively by rhizom

e grow
th, and/or seed dispersal to create a m

onotypic 
plant com

m
unity in the im

pacted area. This can result in an overall decrease in the native biodiversity and ecological quality of the 
invaded habitat. These infestations w

ill also continue to serve as source populations for future invasion. 

•
Treatm

ent A
lternatives 

•
C

utting/M
ulching - C

utting is an option that has already been tried at sim
ilar yellow

 iris infestations w
ithin the A

dirondack Park. 
A

lthough in m
ost cases repeated yearly cutting did prohibit plants from

 going to flow
er or seed, it did not stop plants from

 
grow

ing back. 

•
Pulling - H

and pulling is not an option due to the size of the im
pacted area, the sites soil characteristics, and the num

ber of plants 
present. 

•
H

erbicide – A
 treatm

ent of glyphosate based herbicide is currently the best option due to the plants m
oderate size in this stage of 

infestation. 

•
B

lack Plastic - C
overing the sites w

ith black plastic is not an option due to the size of the infested areas and am
ount of standing 

w
ater w

ithin and around the sites 

•
Excavation - This m

ethod is not currently a viable option due to its cost. 

•
Past cutting and pulling of yellow

 iris plants elsew
here w

ithin the A
dirondack Park has not succeeded in com

pletely eradicating 
those infestations.



TH
E D

EC
 PLA

N
 FO

R
 IN

VA
SIV

E SPEC
IES M

A
N

A
G

EM
EN

T O
F IR

IS PSEU
D

A
C

O
R

U
S O

N
 FO

R
EST PR

ESERV
E IN

 TH
E A

D
IR

O
N

D
A

C
K

 PA
R

K
 

(C
O

N
TIN

U
ED

)

•
The w

ork w
ill be undertaken from

 the m
iddle of M

ay to the end of June for five years. A
t this tim

e the 
plants w

ill be in flow
er and w

ill be able to be easily distinguished from
 the native blue flag iris (Iris 

versicolor). D
uring this stage of developm

ent the plants w
ill be readily transporting nutrients to the roots 

m
aking herbicide application extrem

ely effective. W
hen yellow

 iris is not in flow
er it is nearly im

possible 
to distinguish from

 the native iris species, therefore no treatm
ents w

ill occur. A
 photographic record w

ill be 
m

ade to docum
ent m

anagem
ent progress. A

ny and all new
 infestations of Iris pseudacorus that establish in 

future years as a result of seed dispersal or rhizom
atic grow

th from
 these parent stands w

ill be treated in a 
sim

ilar m
anner until 2016. 

N
e
w

 Y
o

rk
 S

ta
te

 In
va

sive
 S

p
e
cie

s 
P

osted on February 27, 2015 

Effective M
arch 10, 2015 N

ew
 York State DEC

 (Departm
ent of Environm

ental C
onservation) w

ill 
im

plem
ent the new

 Prohibited and Regulated Invasive Species – 6 N
YC

RR Part 575.These new
 

regulations m
ake Anacharis, Parrot’s Feather, Yellow

 Iris and C
abom

ba illegal to ow
n in N

ew
 

York State.

H

ere is a link to the entire article 
http://bergenw

atergardens.com
/new

-york-state-invasive-species/file://localhost/U
sers/G

uest/ 

Yellow
 Iris pseudocoris



W
NYIS & AIS Region 2  

IRIS PHO
TO

 CO
NTEST

R
U

LE
S

 

Honor your Iris and gardens and record them
 for posterity. Share with your friends in the Region. To en- 

courage the sharing, we are sponsoring an Iris Photo Contest. 
 ENTRANTS:
1) You m

ay subm
it photos as an individual, or 2) your affiliate m

ay run it's own contest and subm
it the winners.

SUBM
ISSIO

NS / DEADLINE:
You m

ay enter as m
any photos as you wish in each category. 

Photos should be subm
itted in electronic form

 to:  Carolyn Schaffner by em
ail (or m

ake special arrangem
ents) to 

DRSNO
O

KS1@
VERIZO

N.NET at least 2 weeks prior to the O
ctober Regional m

eeting (to capture photos of rebloom
ers). 

In 2015, that date is: _________________

FO
UR PICTURE CATEG

O
RIES:

1. SING
LE IRIS BLO

O
M

 O
R STALK

2. SING
LE IRIS CULTIVAR IN A CLUM

P
3. IRIS IN G

ARDEN O
R LANDSCAPE SETTING

 
4. IRIS W

ITH CRITTER (insect, pet, person, etc) 
Please indicate which category the photos should be entered in

INFO
RM

ATIO
N: 

W
ith your subm

ission, please include your nam
e, address and affiliation, and, where relevant as in categories 1 and 2, the flower 

nam
e, hybridizer, year hybridized, and other inform

ation, such as whether the Iris pictured is grown in AIS Region 2 and therefore is 
recom

m
ended. Please let us know if we do not have rights (copyright) to use your photo in affiliation and Regional displays in the future. 

SELECTING
 THE W

INNERS:
A Power Point Presentation of the photos will available at the Fall Regional M

eeting and attendees will vote by secret paper ballots, 
as tim

e perm
its, the votes counted and winners announced at the end of the m

eeting and in the very next Regional Newsletter
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