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It started out as a beautiful spring. Sure, we had lots of rain

Thanks to Our Generous Members ......2 and cool temperatures but our iris garden never looked better.

2017 MIS Convention Award Winners ..3 In fact, our garden absolutely amazed me. |l ri ses I h e

ONIS President& Open Garden............ 4 bloomed in year:% decided it Waf time to prqve they wete st.ill
alive. 6Masl onbd, w hsiicnhc el 6tdh osuagph

ONIS Annual Flower Show ................... > bloomed its little heart out in early June. Clumps of MDBs and

People& Choice Ballot - ONIS Annual SDBs bloomed for three weeks. Stalks on our IBs, BBs and

Flower SNOW.......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeees 6 TBs were tall and straight while blooms displayed deep, rich

YOUth Matters..........ccoveveeieeereesennnnen. 8 colours. | was in iris heaven! Sadly spring rains turned into

summer rains, anditd oesnd6t seem tSp,ifwaunit

ONIS Matters.....cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeeeenees 9 i ) ) . ~
find yourself indoors dueto more rain, grab a @uppadand read on!
‘ In this edition of The Iris Standard you will read about an iris
;_'“d"st;'“k 6di gd that Terry and wasdbwndizing Qn e
d4ceboo and looking for a new home for her irises. Who better to call
The Ontario Iris Society has a than the Ontario Iris Society!
Facebook page. There is a report on the MIS Convention held in Lafayette,
We hope you wild.l 6 | i kirdiana. rerry anth eopteduqs this snthller convention so we
your pictures, share your experiences wo u |l d n &do mach of ®ur garden...and lucky we did! We
and ask questi onsthe | t dvare pehkemediansbioono forsthet g
page that make it a success! Presidentds Open d
after our return.
ONIS Membership Fees You will also read about the ONIS
1-year single: $10 1-year family: $15 Anr.1ual Flower Show. It was a,
3-year single: $25 3-year family: $40 delight thisyeart o have 6
Check the ONIS website for details Go _I do (a.)nln e !'QSP"'C Iris
https://sites.google.comgite/ontarioirissociety/ section (see right). This iris was
hybridized by R.D. Little, one of our
Visit the AIS TWIKI founding members. It is a Iovgly
deep gold which would make a nice
The IRIS ENCYCLOPED'A of The A_m(?rican addition to any garden!
Iris Society, http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view
Find information about irises, hybridizers Finally, the results from both the Peop_)leo §Jh0|.ce bgllot at the
and different iris societies. flower showandt he top five irisessslel
Open Garden are listed. Maybey o u 6 | | fé imnr-taves '6 me

Enjoy, stay dry and Happy Canada Day! Kate



https://sites.google.com/site/ontarioirissociety/
http://www.irises.org/
http://www.irises.org/
http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view
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Thanks to Our Generous Members

by Kate Brewitt

The call came in mid-March. One of our members
was selling her home and her new place did not
have the same garden space. As a result, she was
looking for a new home for her irises. Did we want
to come and dig any of them before she moved?

As the dig progressed Helen pointed out her
favourite irises and provided us with commentary
on how well each one grew. As she did this I could
sense the passion that she held for them. | also
sensed that she was going to miss them.

A

Naturally our answer was an emphaticé You! bet 6
Helen has been an avid iris collector for many years.
We have spent many aniris season comparing notes.
Through floods, droughts and iris borer infestations
we have shared stories on our successes...and our
failures. Helen, her late husband, Raymond, and
her brother, Jim, have attended many ONIS
auctions so she has some lovely irises like Barry
Bl ythébapopDecadenced. it st t ha
| lostthatonetoHelendb s unwaverinlg biddin
Laid out in a bed-in-bed wooden framework Helen
told us how her garden developed, getting larger _ _
with each passing year to accommodate more and l. to r.- Terry, Helen (with one of her dogs) and Jim
more irises. As a result, we found a mixture of old Before we knew it, we were out of pots. We had
and new irises. The older ones included many of dug up a wonderful variety of irises. At the same
the Dykes Memorial Medal winner s ; 0 Ar gtimewe potted up some plants for Helen and Jim to
Pheasant @agnd Che&tréempi ng Out dakettmthein mem gardbnuWe then loaded the van,
a few. The newer irises included some recent said our good-byes and headed for home.
Schr e iinreducdoss ?'UCh as o ,C ef‘ tury B OTHaﬁk%% Helen and Jim fqr their generosity. It was
(2015) and 6Ser vi ndOnelpat Spar Ic?(f) ?ng . .
) i very kjn ? them fo think of sharing their irises with
she insisted we take ag ol?].ue IYIe%.L\)/hn 0 :
) , . NIS.”All irises donated will be sold for the benefit
(Schreiner, 2014) which had been a popular iris at . ,
. . . of the club with proceeds going towards future
the AIS National Convention in Portland in 2015. .
- _ _ ONIS events. We know our members and fellow iris
(Note: these newer irises will be offered at this . . . .
. _ _ lovers will be hﬂ)py to_provide your irises with a
year 6s rhizome sale)in Augugsogdhoamtel the TBG.

3 T
. \R\\\N\ Mi .7 :

Helen, and her dog, supervising while Terry digs.

Saying goodbye to a garden well loved.
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2017 MIS Convention
Award Winners

| am always reluctant to leave my garden when
attending an iris convention during May. | feel | am
going to miss the best of our bloom. So it was with
a heavy heart that | bid farewell to our irises as we
backed out of the driveway. The five days we were
going to be away seemed like an eternity!

This year 6s Ml S was prometedt as @ n

mini-convention and, with approximately 80
registrants, it was. The first day a few of us took a
tour to the Meigs Horticultural Research Farm at
Purdue University. We learned about their research
trials on various agricultural crops. Did you know
Indiana has wineries? Still in its infancy, the
Hoosier wine industry is one of the fastest growing
agricultural industries in the state. Who knew!!!

During the three days of the convention there were
lots of opportunities to meet with old friends and
make new ones. The organizing committee kept us
busy with games, presentations, raffles for plants
and bottles of Indiana wine and an auction.

The two days of garden tours were rainy however
like the iris-loving troupers that we are we simply
suited up with rain gear and umbrellas and
marched off to the gardens. Iris bloom was just past
peak with the MTBs looking their best. In the end
we voted on our favourites and the results were
tabulated. Here are the winners...

Don Waters Award
(Best clump from a Region 6 hybridizer)
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Hal and Dorothy Stahly Award
(Best clump from a hybridizer outside Region 6)
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6 At Last My Blued6 MTB

Best Standard Dwarf Bearded (SDB) Iris

c. Adam Cordes

6Portland Pinkdo (BI

Best Intermediate Bearded (IB) Iris
! :

6Deep Secretdé (Laue

Best Miniature Tall Bearded (MTB) Iris
60At Last My Bl U &denpituei s h
under Hal and Dorothy Stahly Award.

(Chuck Bunnell, 2014)
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Best Border Bearded (BB) Iris
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61l mpert ardi,2oll)d
Best Aril-Bred (AB) Iris
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O0Hearts of Heartsoé6 (Bl

Best Seedling

-

98-B34-13 (Chapman)

As for my garden, it was just fine when we got
home. The plants had benefited from a couple of
days of hot temperatures so there was lots of
bloom fo r t he
after our return!

President 6glay Open

ONIS President& Open Garden
By Kate Brewitt

Wh a't is always fun
Garden is that we never know which irises will be in
bloom. Of the over 120 cultivars in bloom this year,
many were the same as last year however many
were different presenting a whole new experience
for our garden visitors.

The iris that | was sure was going to be the most
popul ar was the SDB
contention
clump put on an impressive show. Dozens of soft
blue/white blooms with brilliant yellow beards
danced above the foliage eliciting approving
comments from visitors as they entered the garden.
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6Teagand (D. Spoon,

However, the most popular iris was the candy pink
SDB with hot pink beards, 6 Pussycat
popular in fact that most visitors went home with a
pot of this iris in hand.
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Running a close second in popularity was Bennett
Jones 6 &&Mawd . .hdark hellow fall spot on
this iris was more prominent than usual covering
most of the fall.

c. Aurora Borealis Iris Garden

i nk Twilightd (Niswo

Visitors who participated in thisy e a sefiection had
their names entered in a draw for a free l-year

uapieo su| sijealog eioiny G

Mur p hy 6(3onds,20048) )
winner  was L. Hawthorn of  Toronto.

Next in popularity was Don Spoond,s 6 Sonad Cbbn@ratulations and enjoy!
Light ruffling and flared falls add to the crisp form of

this iris. The dark lavender-blue beard makes for a
stunning contrast against the yellow-brown fall spot.

ONIS Annual Flower Show at the TBG

By Kate Brewitt

With rain in the forecast for the Saturday night
before the flower show, Terry and | decided to cut
our bloom stalks that evening..s o met hi ng
never done before. We cut stalks that were just
about to bloom hoping they would open for the
show. We put them in vases and left them in the
van as overnight temperatures outside were going
to be colder than our basement.

uep.eo sty sijealog eioiny @

Sonadors (D)Spoon, 201 Hﬁ the end we were rewarded for our efforts with
onIythreeoftheZSstaIks not open

Rounding out the top five favourites were three 6 was such st aofsk
more SDBs, 0 Egy 0 f tA he Tigerdo, wh {Ne(‘re dehﬂfﬂeﬁ to Wthh it I%I(S’\le or?eR as the day
five last y ePank 'I',W|I|ght? atire Cook-Douglas progressed. Even though it never fully bloomed it
contender,6 Teagano made it into the top 10 of the People Choice Ballot.

Just goes to show (no pun intended) there is more
to a bloom stalk than just the flower!

Eight exhibitors entered over 40 bloom stalks in this
yeard6s show. The <cool ,
lamenting that the bloom on their irises was a few
days behind. This resulted in a colourful display of
early TBs and medians. There were even two
SDBs seedlings to judge!
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Thanks to everyone who brought their bloom stalks

_ . and to those who helped with the set up and take
&ye of the Tigero (Bl acky,E8Qfiiations to all our trophy winners!

membershiptotheOnt ari o I ri s Soci
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ONIS Awards

R.D. Little Trophy
Best Specimen (Queen of the Show)

Exibitor: Kate Brewitt

Iris:TBO6Quantum Leapd (Sutt

Toronto Region Award
Second Best Specimen (Princess of the Show)

Exhibitor: Lyn Hickey
Iris:TB&No Pl ace Li ke?20H) med

Verna Laurin Plaque - Best Historic Iris

-

LMEAY @

Exhibitor: Kate Brewitt
IrissTB&Champagne EIl eganced

( Ni s

W.J. Taylor Trophy - Best Seedling
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Seedling 01-49-01 7 Jinny Missons

F.W. Cau

ophy - Highest total points in
the Tall B%arg) é

classes i Terry Laurin.

AIS Awards

AIS Silver Medal Certificate
Exhibitor with highest number of 1st place ribbons T
Terry Laurin

AIS Bronze Medal Certificate
Exhibitor with 2nd highest number of 1st place
ribbons i Kate Brewitt

Ethel Anson S. Peckham Award

(AIS Region 2 Award for Best Historic)

TB 6Champagne El eganceb
exhibited by Kate Brewitt

Bl ack .
( People& Choice Ballot

from the ONIS Annual Flower Show

Once again the results
Choice ballot demonstrated a variety of preferences
with people selecting a wide range of colour
palettes, from the soft tones of tan and apricot to
the warm, rich tones of burgundy and gold.

The most popul ar iris w
fuzzy orange beard was the feature on this iris that
seemed to attract attention. People also liked the
colour combination noting how different it looked.
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1% choice: TBi 6 E Aborhd

Thesecond placed iris,gi®@Champagne EIl egance

an historic iris from 1986. People noticed the pale
pink colouring in the standards which nicely
accented the soft apricot-coloured falls.

2”dchoice:TBTChampag ne El ega

The third choice, 6 H &piced is a combination of
muted gold and burgundy. People commented on
the deep, rich colours. Definitely different!
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3" choice: IBi dHot Spiced

4" choice: TB 1 @hornbirdd

I n fourth pl ac-& orvhatesi t tdh ¢
6Thor nbi r ddvho liked it thetdarlo muple
horns, which contrasted against the pale greenish
tan falls, are what caught their eye. Some people
had never seen horns on an iris and thought it was
novel.

5™ choice: TBi 6 Wilight Fancieso
In fifth place was the blue-violet bi-t one 6T
F a n c.iPeaplé liked the soft ruffling and form of
this iris.
Thanks to all who participated with a special thank-
you to those who made comments on their ballots.

It is nice to know the reasons behind your
selections!

If you attend our August rhizome sal e, don
to bring your coupon for a free rhizome!

(If you want to know how your choices compare,
email me at oniseditor@gmail.com and | will send
your list. 1 kate)
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